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UPDATE OH SEPT. 28-29 MIDEAST PEACE SYMPOSIUM AT USO
SPEAKERS WILL FOCUS OH FOLLOWUP TO HISTORIC ISRAELI-PLO ACCORD

The mutual recognition agreement between Israel and the
Palestinian Liberation Organization is the first step toward
lasting peace in the Middle East.

What is the next step?

How

will these old enemies learn to become new friends?
These will be among the questions addressed at "The Hopes and
Fears of Palestinians and Israelis," a regional symposium
arranged by the Committee for Peace in the Middle East.

Free and

open to the public, the event will take place at the University
of San Diego in the Hahn University Center Tuesday, September 28,
and Wednesday, September 29.
The symposium began to be organized 14 months ago, long before
news of the peace accord first surfaced.
,.

"The timing with the

peace accord was coincidental but remarkable," said event
coordinator John Halaka, a USD assistant professor of fine arts.
"A great deal of work and wisdom will have to go into the
difficult task of implementing the peace," Halaka· added.

"The

first step in that process will be for Palestinians and Israelis,
as well as Arabs and Jews, to rehumanize themselves to each
other.

This symposium will provide the local community with an

opportunity to begin that process."
The symposium will feature panel discussions, poetry readings,
a small festival of Palestinian and Israeli films, and an
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exhibition of works by an Israeli-American artist and an ArabAmerican artist.

The event will end with a community forum

facilitated by a team of experienced mediators from the San Diego
Mediation Center.
Participants will include:
-- Fr. Elias Chacour, the keynote speaker, who is the director
of the Prophet Elias Community College in the Galilee.

Fr. Chacour,

a Melkite priest, is a pacifist-activist for Palestinian rights
who has been nominated for the Nobei Peace Prize several times.
-- Avraham Sela, who will be a visiting scholar from Hebrew
University at San Diego State University's Department of History
during the 1993-94 academic year.
Two poems will be read at the opening of the symposium, one
written by an Israeli woman and the other by a Palestinian woman.
The film festival will showcase two Palestinian films, "Wedding
in Galilee" and "Canticle of the Stones," and two Israeli films,
"Beyond th~ Walls" and "Hamsin."
As part of the symposium, an art exhibition showing in
Founders Gallery September 28 through October 28 will feature
works by Gadi Gofbarg, assistant professor of fine arts at Ohio
University, and by Halaka.
For further information about "The Hopes and Fears of
Palestinians and Israelis," please contact Halaka at (619) 2604600, ext 4433.
-30-
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Founders' Gallery
University of San Diego
proudly presents
MEMORIES AND MEMORIALS:
INSTALLATIONS BY GADI GOFBARG AND JOHN HAI.AKA
September 28 through October 28
Monday through Friday
12:00 p.m. through 4:30 p.m.

The opening exhibition of the 1993-94 Founders Gallery
season is part of a multidisciplinary symposium on the
Palestinian/Israeli conflict and the prospects and
prerequisites for peaceful coexistence between the two
groups.
Gadi Gofbarg is Assistant Professor of Fine Arts at
Ohio University. The images in his photographic
installation reflect on his Zionist upbringing as a
"Sabra" (a native Israeli) and on his political
maturation as an Israeli soldier who recognizes the
"enemy" as real people with a distinct history and a
complex humanity.
John Halaka, the principal organizer of the symposium,
will include in this exhibition large new works from
his series "Forgotten Survivors." Although the images
do not literally refer to the Palestinians, the series
is intended to pay tribute to the plight of the
Palestinians by underscoring universal parallels
between their struggles and those of other survivors
worldwide.
An opening reception for the artists
will be held in Founders Gallery
TU.esday, September 28
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

((
For further information, please contact:
The USO Fine Arts Department, 260-2280.
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MIDEAST PEACE FILM FESTIVAL:
"THE HOPES AND FEARS OF PALESTINIANS AND ISRAELIS"

A series of Palestinian and Israeli films will be screened at USD
as part of a multidisciplinary symposium entitled "The Hopes and
Fears of Palestinians and Israelis." Each film is free and open
to the public, and each will be followed by a discussion.
"Beyond the Walls"
Monday, September 27 - 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Hahn University Center, Room 107
This Israeli film by Uri Barbash and Rudy Cohen is set in an
Israeli jail where Palestinian political prisoners and Israeli
common criminals are forced to coexist in the same prison block.
The mutual plight of the two groups, who are both controlled and
manipulated by the authorities, makes the block a revealing
metaphor for the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.

((

"Wedding in Galilee"
Wednesday, October 13 - 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Solomon Lecture Hall, Maher Hall
This Palestinian film by Michel Khleifi tells the story of a
wedding in a Palestinian village under military occupation. The
traditional wedding celebration is subtly layered with metaphors
of political conflict, social strife, and intergenerational blame.
"Hamsin"
Wednesday, October 27 - 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Hahn University Center, Forum A
This Israeli film by Daniel Wachsman focuses on the potential for
friendship between a Palestinian and an Israeli. The film also
contrasts the amicable relationship of pre-Holocaust Jewish
settlers and their Palestinian neighbors with the violent
relationship between post-World War II Jewish immigrants and
their Palestinian subjects.
"Canticle of the Stones"
Wednesday, November 10 - 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Hahn University Center, Room 107
This Palestinian film by Michel Khleifi is narrated by a
Palestinian woman returning to her land after 15 years in exile.
Her journey is a meditation on personal love and collective
sacrifice , filtered through her reflections on the military
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza.

For further information, contact John Halaka, 260-4600, ext. 4433
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